
Education in

Spain 

1 in 2 
Students drop-out of 

vocational training
Male students with an immigrant

background, and/or family financial
problems are most likely to drop-out.

Tertiary Education and 
Transitions to work

Spain

50.5%

EU-average

34.7%

Primary and Secondary 
Education

Between

50% to 60%
Of students receive private 
tuition in secondary 
education
This practice is more common within 
the native, middle and upper classes.

Participation in Childcare for 
children under 3 in 2018:

Early Childhood Education

Heterogeneity between regions and 
political decentralization lead to important 

differences in educational outcomes. 

In wealthy regions, private-subsidized 
education has contributed to school

segregation. 
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Reversing inequalities through policies

PIONEERED is an EU-funded project aiming to
determine research-based policy measures and
identify pioneering practices that mitigate
inequalities across different education stages, as
well as within formal and informal learning settings.

Formación Profesional Dual [Dual 
Vocational Training] (2012):
Aims to incorporate professional work
experiences into vocational training, with
one third of training activities taking place
in the assigned workplace. Evaluations
show that students with Dual VET
qualifications accumulate more work
days, more stable contracts and higher
wage incomes.

PROA+: Programa para la Orientación, 
Avance y Enriquecimiento Educativo 
[Program for Educational Guidance, 
Advancement and Enrichment] (2021):
Aim to improve the functioning of public
schools with high concentrations of
vulnerable students. The program
additionally emphasizes mitigating the
impact of the COVID19 pandemic. There
are no evaluations of this program to date.

Tarifación Social de la Educación 0-3 
[Social Pricing of 0-3 Education] (2017): 
A local program (Barcelona), aimed at 
reducing inequality in ECEC by modifying 
enrollment fees according to family income. 
This local measure has not been evaluated 
but is viewed as a promising initiative.


